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The Port of London is at the centre of Europe’s most prosperous
market, with over 23 million people living within a three-hour drive of
the Port. The Port continues to play a crucial role in the economy and
wellbeing of the south east region, as well as regions further afield. Not
only is it the UK’s second largest port and the biggest in the south by
volume, but it is the largest port in the UK in terms of handling non-
fuel cargoes.

The Port of London plays a pivotal role in thousands of supply chains,
with a huge variety of cargoes handled by over 70 independently
operated wharves, terminals and port facilities along the tidal

River Thames.

The Port of London Authority

(PLA) is a statutory authority. Its
prime responsibility is for safety of
navigation and conservancy on the
Thames from Teddington in west
London out to the Sea — a distance of
95 miles — where there are more than
20,000 commercial vessel and 200,000
leisure craft movements a year.
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Summary

The Port of London is the
second biggest in the UK
and contributes substantially
to the economies of London
and the South East region.
More than 50 million tonnes
of goods and materials are
handled in the Port every
year, providing many of life’s
essentials.

The Port is a large employer
of labour and a significant
generator of economic
activity. To assess the size
of this contribution, the Port
of London Authority (PLA)
commissioned an economic
impact study from consultants
SQW Limited. The main
findings of the study are
summarised in this report.

Economic Impact Study Summary

The study

The Port of London is made up of over 70 independently run terminals and
wharves along 95 miles of the tidal Thames from Teddington Lock to

the North Sea. The study covered port and port-related activities in the
riverside boroughs and districts within the Port of London.

Major operations in the Port include the Port of Tilbury, Petroplus oil
refinery at Coryton, Ford plant at Dagenham, building materials operations
such as Lafarge and Cemex and the Tate & Lyle sugar refinery at
Silvertown.

The new study identifies three particular types of economic impact:
® Direct impact
— jobs and wealth created by Port and shipping facilities, activities
and services
@® Indirect impact
— jobs and wealth created by the suppliers of goods and services
to these Port and shipping operators
® Induced impact
— jobs and wealth created by the local services purchased by the
households of these workers

The findings in this summary are based on a comprehensive study and
interviews with more than 136 firms operating in the Port of London.
Face to face interviews were carried out with most of the main terminal
operators and telephone interviews were undertaken with the other firms.

The main categories of firms interviewed were:

® Port operators and processors;

® Port regulatory services, such as port health, customs and immigration;

® Ship and boat operators for both passengers and freight; and

® Port and ship suppliers such as line agents, shipping agents and land
transport contractors.

The survey was carried out between October 2008 and January 2009. It
was part of wider research into the economic impact of the Thames Gateway
Ports which was commissioned by the PLA, Peel Ports Medway and the
Department for Communities and Local Government. This summary covers
the results for the Port of London only.
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"Main findings

The main findings of the study were:

Future prospects
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